
Our Saviour Lutheran Church 
Where we gather to celebrate God’s love for us revealed in Jesus! 

 

Pastor Steve Chambers (587) 983-6692 
 
 

        Seventh Sunday of Easter                         May 21, 2023 
 
 
 

If you are a visitor today, welcome! 
We’re glad you’re here to worship. 
Please sign the guest book as you leave 
(it’s on a stand, near the church office). 
If you would like to leave an offering, 
please place it in the basket at the rear of 
the worship area, before or after the 
service. We hope you will come back 
and join us again!  

 

WELCOME and 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.    

C  Amen. 

P  Alleluia! Christ is risen!    

C  He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

P  Even more, He has ascended into heaven, to reign at God’s right 
hand.  

C  Because He suffered and died for us all, repentance and 
forgiveness is being preached in His name to all nations.  

P  We are witnesses of these things.  

C  Even when we suffer, we are confident that the Lord will lift 
us up in due time. (Luke 24:46-47, 51; 1 Peter 5:6) 

 
 
OPENING SONG:  “The Power Of Your Love”   
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Lord, I come to You; let my heart be changed, renewed 
Flowing from the grace that I’ve found in You 

And Lord I’ve come to know, the weaknesses I see in me 
Will be stripped away, by the pow’r of Your love 

Chorus: Hold me close, let Your love surround me;  
Bring me near; draw me to Your side.  
And as I wait, I’ll rise up like the eagle  

And I will soar with You;  
Your Spirit leads me on, in the pow’r of Your love 

Lord unveil my eyes; let me see You face to face 
The knowledge of Your love, as You live in me 

Lord, renew my mind, as Your will unfolds in my life 
          In living ev’ryday, in the pow’r of Your love Chorus 

Geoff Bullock /©1992 And Then Arr.1997 Marantha Music and Word Music CCLI#355572 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P  Dear friends: Throughout the Easter season, we focused on the 
power of Jesus’ resurrection. Today, we remember His ascension 
into heaven. Although His promise to return at the End gives us 
great hope, we miss His bodily presence among us. Our life as 
His disciples is full of suffering and trouble of many kinds. Come, 
let us confess our sin, so that the risen and ascended Christ may 
once again assure us of His mercy. (silence for reflection)  

 

P  Heavenly Father,  

C  The evidence of our weakness surrounds us. Some of the 
danger that threatens us comes from outside. Our enemy, 
the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion. We are not 
always able to resist him. Our own weakness threatens us 
too. Especially when we suffer, we are tempted to give up, 
question Your mercy, and struggle through on our own.   

 Forgive us, Father, for all of our sin. Accept our repentance 
and restore us in faith and hope so that we may be strong, 
firm, and steadfast, as we trust in Jesus. He suffered and 
rose for us, and it is because of Him that we ask for Your 
grace. (1 Peter 5:6-10)  

 

P  As Jesus Himself said, His suffering and resurrection are the basis 
for the hope that is being preached in His name to all people. Do 
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you believe that the forgiveness I share is truly yours, because of 
Jesus?  

C  Yes, I believe. 

P  On the basis of your confession, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C  Amen. 

P  Alleluia! Christ is risen!    C He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 

SONG OF PRAISE:  
       “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise” (LSB 680) (vv. 1, 2, 5)  

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926–2009 Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929 

Text and tune: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. LSB Hymn License no. 110006046 

GREETING AND PRAYER  

P  The Lord be with you. 
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C  And also with you. 

P  Let us pray. Almighty God, Quicken and sustain our joy at the 
ascension of Your only begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, into 
the heavens. Enable us also to ascend in heart and mind, and 
continually dwell with Him there. We ask this through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  C  Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Acts 1:1-11 

A  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, the 1st chapter: 

 A  In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus 
began to do and to teach 2 until the day He was taken up to 
heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles He had chosen. 3 After His suffering, He presented 
Himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that He was 
alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke 
about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while He was 
eating with them, He gave them this command: ‘Do not leave 
Jerusalem, but wait for the gift My Father promised, which you 
have heard Me speak about. 5 For John baptised with water, but 
in a few days, you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ 

6 Then they gathered round Him and asked Him, ‘Lord, are 
You at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 

7 He said to them: ‘It is not for you to know the times or 
dates the Father has set by His own authority. 8 But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth.’ 

9 After He said this, He was taken up before their very eyes, 
and a cloud hid Him from their sight. 

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as He was 
going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside 
them. 11 ‘Men of Galilee,’ they said, ‘why do you stand here 
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, Who has been taken from 
you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen 
Him go into heaven.’ 

A  This is the Word of the Lord.     C  Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE 1Peter 4:12-19. 5:6-11 

A  A reading from the first letter of Peter, the 4th and 5th chapters: 
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A  Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has 
come on you to test you, as though something strange were 
happening to you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in 
the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when His 
glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of the name of 
Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests 
on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or 
any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 16 However, if 
you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God 
that you bear that name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin 
with God’s household; and if it begins with us, what will the 
outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of 
God? 18 And, 

‘If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become 
of the ungodly and the sinner?’ 

19 So then, those who suffer according to God’s will, should 
commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do 
good. [….] 
6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that 
He may lift you up in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on Him 
because He cares for you. 

8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion looking for someone to 
devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you 
know that the family of believers throughout the world is 
undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 

10 And the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal 
glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will Himself 
restore you and make you strong, firm, and steadfast. 11 To Him 
be the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

A   This is the Word of the Lord.      

C   Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 24:44-53 

P   The Holy Gospel according to St Luke the 24th chapter: 

C   Glory to You, O Lord. 

 P  He [Jesus] said to them [His disciples], ‘This is what I told you 
while I was still  with you: everything must be fulfilled that is 
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written about Me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the 
Psalms.’ 

45 Then He opened their minds so they could understand the 
Scriptures. 46 He told them, ‘This is what is written: the Messiah 
will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in His 
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses 
of these things. 49 I am going to send you what My Father has 
promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with 
power from on high.’ 

50 When He had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, He 
lifted up His hands and blessed them. 51 While He was blessing 
them, He left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they 
worshipped Him and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord.     

C  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  
            “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” (LSB 493) (vv. 1, 2, 5)  
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Text: Bede, 673–735; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, Text: © 1978  

Lutheran Book of Worship.  LSB Hymn License no. 110006046 Tune: Public domain 

SERMON:                “Joy” (based on Luke 24:52) 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth.  
     And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY: You are welcome to place your offering in the basket at the 
rear of the church, as you enter or leave worship. During the Offertory, these gifts 
will be presented at the altar—along with our thanks for all the gifts God’s 
people give, including online, and on other occasions.  
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Each of our prayers concludes, “Lord, in Your mercy” 

The congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”  
The congregation’s petitions are welcome, after the Pastor’s invitation.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION  

P  Let us bless the Lord.        C  Thanks be to God.  

P  The Lord bless you and keep you.  
      The Lord make His face to shine on you and be gracious to you. 

      The Lord look upon you with favour, and give you T peace.  

C  Amen.    

CLOSING HYMN:  
            “On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build” (LSB 492)  

 
Text: Josua Wegelin, 1604–40; tr. William M. Czamanske, 1873–1964, Concordia Publishing 

House. LSB Hymn License no. 110006046 Tune: Public domain 

P   Go in peace and serve the risen Lord.   

C  Thanks be to God!              

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 


